Nominating Committee 2023 Report
PART | — Board & Committee Elections
OREGON CONFERENCE of tHe FREE METHODIST CHURCH

Board of Administration (BOA)

The Board of Administration (BOA, previously ‘Leadership Council’) acts as the standing administrative
committee and finance board of the conference in the interim between annual conference sessions.

(2019 Book of Discipline 15200, 5240, 16400.)

a. Function — Meets regularly at the call of the chair, typically six times per year. Cares for
routine conference business and additional items as delegated by the conference; gives
strategic planning for the health and growth of the church.

b. Composition —The superintendent, by virtue of office (ex-officio); no less than four members
elected by the annual conference with due regard to clergy/lay balance. (Revised-2020.05)

2023 Nominees are shown in blue. / Continuing members are shown in black.

LAY MEMBER
Conference Treasurer
Loreen Mills Juran
Kim Dettwyler
Heather Johnstone

*BVO (by virtue of office/ex-officio)

TERM MINISTERIAL MEMBER TERM
BVO* Superintendent BVO*
2024 Scott Edinger 2024
2025 Jeff Getsinger 2025
2026 Jeff Utu 2026
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Heather Johnstone was born and raised in Vancouver, British Columbia.
She and her husband have lived in Newberg since 2002 and have
attended Journey Church since its launch, where she has served in the
coffee ministry, in safety and on the Leadership Board for three years.
Heather works for a financial planner in Beaverton and her husband
currently works as an administrator at George Fox University. She enjoys
paddle boarding, gardening and cooking. Heather had the privilege of
being raised in a family of believers so much of her childhood was spent
in church and on church-related activities. She made a personal
commitment to follow Jesus at the age of 12 at a Billy Graham Crusade.

Jeff Utu has served as Lead Pastor of Water Church in Bend for over 10
years. He has been married to Lisa for 23 years and together they have 5
children ages 9 to 22, and 2 grandchildren. The Utu family moved to
Bend about 13 years ago and quickly grew a heart for their town of close
to 100,000 with a likely 90% of whom live far from God. Jeff is highly
engaged in leading Water Church in its efforts to plant house churches
and reach many for Christ.

“I have been in full-time ministry for over 30 years and the way we do
church now is the most fun | have ever had. We get to disciple people,
who disciple others, and plant churches that plant churches.”
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Ministerial Appointments Committee

The Ministerial Appointments Committee (MAC) serves to appoint pastors, monitor their progress, makes
changes at annual conference when deemed necessary, and holds the authority to make appointments
when necessary between annual conference sessions in consultation with the delegates and churches
involved. (2019 Book of Discipline 95220.)

d.

b.

Function — Meets at the call of the bishop, typically bi-annually or more often as needed.
Appoints pastors, monitors pastoral progress, and makes changes at each annual conference
when deemed necessary; discusses proposed changes with both the pastors and delegates of
churches involved; reports all ministerial appointments to the annual conference.
Composition — The Ministerial Appointments Committee shall consist of three elders (one of
these being the Conference Superintendent) and three lay persons, plus the Bishop and MEG
Board Chair (lay or clergy and by virtue of office). Members of the Ministerial Appointments
Committee may be elected to three-year rotating terms, with one elder and one lay person to
be elected each year with exceptions allowed for the purpose of member balance and rotation.
(Description Revised per Standing Rules-2023.05)

No New 2023 Members / *BVO (by virtue of office/ex-officio)

MEG Chair [Lay or Min] BVO* MINISTERIAL MEMBER TERM
Bishop (Chair) BVO*
LAY MEMBER TERM Superintendent (Vice-Chair) BVO*
George Copeland 2025 Debbie Powell 2024
Gretchen Stehr 2025 Marla Sweeney 2024

Ministerial Education & Guidance Board (MEG)

The Ministerial Education and Guidance (MEG) Board serves to identify, recruit, train and commission
appointed leaders: located elders and deacons. (2019 Book of Discipline 95230.)

a.

Function — Meets at the call of the chair, with significant time served from early fall through late
spring of each conference year. Screens candidates for reception into the conference and/or for
ordination; is the authority on the meeting of the standard criteria for ordination in consultation
with the bishop of record; guides and counsels those who are received so they may be able to
meet the demands of pastoral ministry; gives consideration to the integrity and Christian
discipleship of each ministerial member and the performance of each appointed pastor of the
conference, and affirms the same of located deacons, reporting such action to the annual
conference.

Composition — Members of the Ministerial Appointments Committee and additional members as
determined by the electing body. The superintendent serves by virtue of office (ex-officio).
Additional members may be elected to rotating three-year terms with due regard to clergy/lay

balance, and re-elected contingent on their ongoing effective service.
(Description Revised-2020.05)
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(MEG Board - Continued)

2023 Nominees are shown in blue. / Continuing members are shown in black.

LAY MEMBER
George Copeland
Gretchen Stehr
Angela Davis
Diane McNay

*BVO (by virtue of office/ex-officio)

TERM MINISTERIAL MEMBER TERM
2025 Superintendent BVO*
2025 Di Endicott 2024
2026 Debbie Powell 2024
2026 Marla Sweeney 2024

Rose Brewer 2026
Emily Nelson 2026
Jonathon Swearingen 2026

Nominees

Angela Davis served as a General Conference Lay Delegate in 2019
and has served for 2 consecutive terms on the MEG Board and
previously on the Nominating Committee. She has worked in
various lay support roles in both Mountain Gospel Fellowship -
Falls City and Willamina Free Methodist Churches over the past 13
years. Angela’s strengths in discernment and insight are
welcomed, as is her work experience in the Dept. of Human
Services, enabling her to contribute to the MEG Board’s ongoing
review of its processes.

Diane McNay and her husband, Shaun, have been in full time
ministry since 1999. 24 years! They have had the privilege of
serving both the Oregon and Pacific Northwest Conferences.
Currently they are appointed to the Living Hope Church in Eugene.
Diane says, “Because of the Lord's great love and grace in my life
He has shaped my core value to be this: All people have worth and
dignity. | endeavor to live this out in the places | serve. Currently
that looks like serving in team with my husband at LHC as well as a
substitute teacher in our community. | want to encourage all
people- pre believers and longtime Christ followers- that God is for
them! He created us in love- on purpose and for a purpose.” Diane
served on the MEG board in the PNWC from 2017-2021. She feels
it was a privilege to come alongside people desiring to serve the
Lord and to serve those who were in the ordination process.
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(MEG Board - Continued)

Nominees
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Rose Brewer is a pastor, a missionary and a doctoral student. She has
served on many conference boards and previously as the Director of
SEED Livelihood Network. She is married, has two sons and the family
currently resides in Indiana. Although she is not local Rose is willing to
serve on the MEG Board via Zoom and would provide years of
ministerial experience and thoughtful insight.

Emily Nelson serves as the Associate Pastor to Mountain View
Fellowship in Redmond (Central OR). She has been on staff in various
roles at MVF for the past 8.5 years. She is married to Dan and they have
built a life together in Redmond for the last 20 years and love to explore
wild places anywhere they can. Emily is mom to three humans she
genuinely enjoys: Ethan, Ellie and Haddie, all teenagers. Emily grew up
in a variety of church traditions, and jokes that Jesus is like her
grandma- She never wasn’t aware of him. She is grateful for that and
loves seeing and pointing people to God’s work in their lives individually
and more broadly through a church community committed to active
faith and service. Emily was ordained in the FMC in 2018, and
graduated from Portland Seminary with a Masters in Ministry
Leadership in 2019.

Jonathon “Chappy” Swearingen is an associate pastor at Genesis
Community Church (Springfield) where he serves on the worship team
and is focusing on the Society's discipleship pathway. Chappy has served
on the MEG Board for three years and is currently sitting as Board Chair.
He has previously served the Oregon Conference as lead pastor of
Crossroads Christian Fellowship (Corvallis) for three years and Youth
Director at Fir Point Summer Camp for three years. Chappy is married to
Miriam who is the delegate and Technology Director at Genesis. They
have two sons, one in kindergarten and one in pre-school.
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Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee (NomCom) serves to identify spiritually mature, gifted and fruitful members
who are able to provide leadership through service on standing boards and committees in the Oregon
Conference with the exception of its own, whose members are nominated by the Leadership Council.

(2019 Book of Discipline 95080, 6310.)

a. Function — Meets at the call of the chair. Prepares a list of nominations for positions vacated by
either resignations or expiration of terms; reviews board and committee memberships in light of
the standing rules of the annual conference.

b. Composition — Not less than six members who may be elected to rotating terms, giving due
regard to clergy/lay balance and regional representation. The superintendent serves by virtue
of office (ex-officio).

(Description Revised-2020.05)
2023 Newly Elected Members (in blue) / *BVO (by virtue of office/ex-officio)
LAY MEMBER TERM MINISTERIAL MEMBER TERM
Jessica Broich 2025 Superintendent BVO*
Christa Crabtree 2025 Matt Coleman 2024
Shellie Huff 2026 Larissa Hawk 2024
Rick Herbert 2026
Nominees
Shellie Huff has been married for 40+ years to her husband Mark.
L They have three grown daughters and eight lively grandchildren.
A She has attended Sanctuary Church in Gresham all her adult life.
Y She enjoys teaching the elementary students, coordinating the
weekly building cleaning crew and working with the garden
ministry. She likes to spend her free time in her yard growing all
kinds of plants. She also enjoys photography and visiting places
where she can take pictures. She currently serves on the
Nominating Committee.
M Rick Herbert became a member of the Oregon conference in 1993
I after graduating from Western Evangelical Seminary. He has
N served in the pastorate for the last 30 years. Rick and Misty
| Herbert started out as youth pastors and served on mission with
S CRU. Prior to that they were at OSU & in SoCal. Rick and Misty
have been married for 37 years and have three grown children.
T Since 2020 they have been appointed to Juniper Community
E Church in Madras.
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Aldersgate Board

The Aldersgate Board serves at the direction of the Leadership Council for the Oregon Conference of the
Free Methodist Church and develops operational policies for Aldersgate Camps and Retreats
(Aldersgate) to be administered on its behalf by Aldersgate’s Executive Director.

a.

b.

Function — Meets at the call of the chair, typically every other month. Ensures the proper
governing of Aldersgate as an outreach of the Oregon Conference and the upholding of the
values and mission of the Free Methodist Church USA and the Oregon Conference; oversees the
responsible stewardship of finances, resources and staff; provides accountability and support to
the Executive Director; offers insight to the Oregon Conference Leadership Council regarding
camp matters.

Composition — Members are elected to rotating three-year terms, giving due regard to
clergy/lay balance. The superintendent serves on the board by virtue of office (ex-officio) as
does the Aldersgate Executive Director. Members are expected to have a healthy spiritual life,
be active participants in the local church, have a heart for service and value the ministry of
Christian camps and retreats. (Revised-2020.05)

Nominees
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2023 Newly Elected Members (in blue) / *BVO (by virtue of office/ex-officio)

LAY MEMBER TERM MINISTERIAL MEMBER TERM
Eric Mueller BVO* Superintendent BVO*
Bill McKechnie 2024 DJ Vincent 2025
Mitchell Brannen 2025 John Unger 2026
Bruce Smith 2026

Bruce Smith is currently serving at Genesis Community Church
(Springfield). He works closely with the Children’s ministry team and
in outreach by hosting the Drive-Up Coffee ministry. He is working
on his CMC requirements for ministerial credentialing. Bruce has
served on previous conference youth camp leadership teams and on
the Aldersgate Board. He loves his work with the children and youth
and also enjoys serving in any way he can. He is married to Christina
and they have two amazing children.

John Unger has been involved in Christian Camping since he first attended
as a third grader, and even met his wife, Ellen, while serving together at
Warm Beach Camp in WA. They have been married 35 years, have three
sons, two daughters-in-law and two granddaughters. John has been
involved with Aldersgate for 25 years and believes God has great things in
store. He enjoys fishing and nature photography.
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Conference Officers
Nominees

SECRETARY - The annual conference shall elect a secretary who shall continue in office until a
successor is elected. The secretary shall be custodian of the conference records, the journal of
proceedings, minutes, and financial reports as the conference may order; provide copies of annual
conference minutes to the office of the board of bishops; provide annual reporting to Ministerial
Credentialing Services; manage additional reporting and keeping as defined by the Book of Discipline

and as the conference may order. (2019 Book of Discipline 95130)
L Nancy has served as the Administrative Assistant to the superintendent
since August of 2013 and has been a part of the Free Methodist Church
A since before she can remember. She currently oversees conference
Y communications & provides administrative support to staff & conference

leadership in collaboration with the Oregon Conference Executive Team,
and considers it a privilege to serve in such a variety of ways alongside FM
ministry leaders. Nancy is married to Kevin and has two adult children and
3 amazing grandsons.

TREASURER - The annual conference shall elect a treasurer who shall be bonded. In case of a vacancy
the superintendent of the conference may appoint a treasurer to act until the next conference session.
All funds due the General Church shall be remitted monthly. The general church treasurer shall,
immediately after the conference session, notify the conference secretary of any deficit. The

conference treasurer shall be an ex-officio member of the acting finance board.
(2019 Book of Discipline 15140, 95240)

L Brendan was born and raised in the Salem First Free Methodist Church
where he continues to attend and serve in various capacities. He has

A served as Oregon Conference Treasurer since 2017 and for the last 2

Y years on the conference Properties Team. He graduated from Corban

University in Salem with a bachelor’s degree in accounting and finance
and has been with Hancock Real Estate for over 9 years, first as an
accounting analyst and now a licensed commercial real estate broker.
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